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experienced politician, as the most reliable and sensible
man in the Cabinet.

Dennison has written a strange letter and made a speech
of like character. I am disappointed in him, for he is
exceedingly unjust and unfair towards the President. It
is a bid, but he will be disappointed.

Dennison is very ambitious, and has a wife more ambi-
tious than himself. Of the two, she is smarter, but D. is
gentlemanly, kind, affable, has great suavity of manners.
He will never obtain a higher position than the one he has
recently resigned. It is said he wishes to secure the seat in
the Senate held by Wade; but that can hardly be brought
about, though strange results sometimes take place in
these selections.

The letter and speech which now appear are mere party
drivel, without statesmanship or enlarged and compre-
hensive views. Such stuff can convert no one, and retain
no one. I am sorry to witness this exhibition, for Den-
nison aside from factions, is not destitute of merit, has
some pleasant social qualities, and our families have been
intimate. He is evidently expecting to make an impression
in party harangues, but will scarcely succeed.

August 14, Tuesday. Seward has run off to Auburn and
left Stanbery to attend upon the Hawaiian dowager,
Queen Emma. He finds it awkward and embarrassing, but
does very well. The President expressed a wish that the
Cabinet, and such of their families as could, might be at
the reception this evening. McCulloch and myself were
the only ones present except Stanbery, who escorted her.
She is a good-looking, well-developed woman of about
thirty, with a complexion a shade darker perhaps than
a brunette, a full, round eye, a good form, of graceful
deportment, etc.

We hear that the convention at Philadelphia is full and
harmonious and all is progressing satisfactorily. The effect
must be salutary on the whole country and will, I trust,